Applications of FDR's “Quarantine Speech”
Part A.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, in his sensational “Quarantine Speech” on October 5, 1937, in
Chicago, stated that the troublesome nations (Japan, Germany, and Italy) should be quarantined
to preserve peace. Denouncing the dictators, he declared, “The peace, the freedom, and the
security of 90 percent of the population of the world is being jeopardized by the remaining 10
percent, who are threatening a breakdown of all international order and law. Surely the 90
percent who want to live in peace under the law and in accordance with moral standards that
have received almost universal acceptance through the centuries, can and must find some way
to make their will prevail. . . . There must be positive endeavors to preserve peace.”

Following are several factual scenarios. For each, consider these questions: (a) In the light of
the speech, what would you have expected FDR to do? (b) What would have resulted?

Scenario 1: The Panay Incident
The Japanese invasion of China was meanwhile degenerating into an orgy
of lust and loot. At various times American citizens, male and female, were
subjected to slapping and stripping by arrogant Nipponese soldiers. Some

American schools and hospitals were damaged by aerial bombers, despite
the huge American flags painted on their roofs.

The most sensational incident of all came on December 12, 1937, when
Japanese aviators bombed and sank a United States gunboat, the Panay,
on the Yangtze River in broad daylight. Two men were killed and some
thirty wounded; escaping survivors were repeatedly machine-gunned. The
vessel was so plainly marked and the visibility was so clear that the
incident could hardly have resulted from mistaken identity. One plausible

explanation was that hot-headed Japanese officers, defying the Tokyo
government, had thus vented their contempt for Yankees.

The American people were shocked by this wanton attack, which also
involved the destruction of three Standard Oil tankers. Cartoonists rep-
resented the Japanese ambassador as saying, “So sorry—excuse please,”
while the bodies of mangled American sailors lay about. Washington promptly

demanded apologies, reparation, and adequate precautions against the
repetition of such an outrage.

The Tokyo Foreign Office, put in a bad light by irresponsible military men,
made haste to tender the most profound apologies and pay full monetary
reparation—$2,214,007.36. Thousands of Japanese subjects attempted to

make amends through private gifts. In these circumstances, the crisis
quickly blew over.!
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Scenario 2: The Finnish Interlude ot
When war erupted in 1939, many Americans assumed that the con ”h
would follow the familiar pattern of 1914-1918. The supposedly 1mp;rt lfr
nable concrete Maginot Line on France's eastern border would hold P;l e
at bay. The strangling noose of Britain’s blockade would slowly cho
Germany into starvation, and Berlin would be forced to sue for peace, 35
in 1918.

But surprises were speedily forthcoming. German mechanized divisions
speedily overran Poland, while Stalin came in for his prearranged share
of the loot. Yet the lesson of the Polish preview meant little to the Allted
countries. They went ahead with their business-as-usual plans for waging
the conflict, while the bored journalists wrote disgustedly of the “phomny
war."

Unexpected excitement developed late in 1939 over the Finnish crisis.
Joseph Stalin, not trusting his dictator-accomplice Adolph Hitler, sought
to secure from Finland certain strategic areas that would enable him to
bolster his defenses against Germany. “Brave little Finland” resolutely
refused the proffered exchange of territory. Late in November, 1939, the
Soviet Union spurned Washington’s offer of good offices and assaulted its
tiny neighbor. Russian aircraft, in deflance of an appeal from Roosevelt,
heavily bombed civilian centers.?

Scenario 3: The Robin Moor Sinking

Then, on May 21, 1941, the American merchantman Robin Moor was
torpedoed and shelled in the South Atlantic by a German submarine. This
was the first United States vessel of any kind to be deliberately sunk by
German hands, either in or out of the war zones. American public opinion
was shocked and angered, even though no lives were lost. Senator Carter
Glass of Virginia expressed ths_ views of countless interventionists when
he cried, °I think we ought to go over there and shoot hell out of every
U-boat.”

Hitler's spokesmen defended the sinking by alleging that the Robin Moor
was carrying contraband of war to Britain's South Africa. Yet the Germans,
in forcing the passengers and crew into small boats hundreds of miles from
land, had not made provision for their safety in accordance with interna-
tional law and the London protocol of 1936, which Berlin had freely signed.
Roosevelt angrily denounced this act of “piracy,” but Germany rejected his
claims for damages. Washington in retaliation “froze® all German and
Itallan assets in the United States, and ordered all German and Italian
consulates, as hotbeds of subversive activity, to be closed. Berlin and Rome
retaliated in kind.



LessUIl 1V

Handout 15 (page 3) — L -
ter in German-Am«:rlcan relations. Un

e nst the Ger-

for complaint agal

The Robin Moor opened a new
oncerned. But

then, Washington had lttle justification

mans, as far as America’s specific rights were C
mplain of Hitl

it had much

er's ruthless attacks on o Y osa]
} urely legal-

tions, of which the United States was a leading mem er. On p '
1s(;icsgrounds, Berlin had much better grounds for protest against America's
unpeutral aid to the Allies than America had for complaint against Germany'’s
infractions of America’s rights. The lend-lease ac];t lwlvzidene;i ;:1:-; b;i:li\ch
. United States was now a virtual cobe gerent of the es.
e it e terminating World War 1,

ter memories of America’s role in
Hitler, with bitter me aing he L

did not wish to provoke a showdown yet. But hence
submarine commanders, pursuant to orders, could hardly be expected to
st American destroyers escorting

refrain from defending themselves again
lend-lease supplies to Britain.®

tlers fateful at Scenario 4: Aid to Russia
er's fateful attack on the “Mongol halfwits” of Russia wrough
t a revo-
;étgig; Si(l:r Azs'rtlfdrciic;e;riyogimon. Stalin—the cynical, self—seeklng,giron-ﬂst:d
— ecame a most welcome ally of those nati
were seeking to halt Hitlerism. President Ro e e
. osevelt promptly iss -
}ies; t?:u?(i‘ to Moscow, and soon made some military sﬁpgliesu:\?aﬁ;?arln
B e tﬁl:rﬂx:xs:ngls éalalfter investigating Stalin’'s capacity to resist }fé
. installments of lend- ’
ultimately totalled a staggering $11 bﬂlil::xall.se assistance to Russia that

No less astonishing was the reversal of Ame
}”i?idj&jlﬁ%igi (;)rior attacks, Russia reopened lv.vkznwﬁtp}:rll':g? ;;?igmg oo
ke (g);ndp:.nyl, foc111ght back with Hitler's help. M,any of t;emms’
b o o it vfp auded Finnish victories the year before o
_ ctories, while Washington vainly tried to v];z;e m::lw
, suade

Finland to drop out of th )
) e war. Th
sbervetion® i Weutdl hnpudencee" Berlin press screamed “criminal

The American peo
ple, especially dieh
happy over * » y diehard conservativ
happy over “Body o Salin, e new aly 1 Ruséia wory, hey Soked
Would Stalin prov. ’ ch was as bad as Naziism. e » they asked,
o, St o, 2 - opmate eorte 1 e pone bl
y the long-co ous denomination e
Church ing Rulisltsiguixl}lg 1I:ersecutions directed agaifl::?}'fedéeply disturbed
: ave no more confidence in Stalirf?'ei lf)rtl'ixodcix
) , ’ esciently



declared Archbishop Curley of Baltimore, “that I have in Hitler.S ﬁﬁfﬁ
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Scenario 5: The Economic Crackdown on Japan
The restraining hand of Uncle Sam may have held Japan back from the
riches of the Dutch East Indies in the summer of 1940, but not from those
of French Indo-China. In September, 1940, Tokyo put the screws on the
Hitler-dominated French government and extorted strategic bases in northern
Indo-China. Secretary Hull roundly condemned this fresh act of aggres-

sion, and Washington retaliated by agreeing to lend China an additional
$25 million.s

Scenario 6: Last-Ditch Negotiations with Tokyo
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President, fearing that the Japanese were plotting a propaganda victory
by placing the onus for a diplomatic breakdown on America, insisted on
specific concessions in advance. Konoye, suspecting that the news of such
commitments would leak out and destroy him, was unwilling or unable
to yleld. The proposal for a conference was dropped, the Konoye ministry
fell the next month, and a militaristic group, ominously headed by the
unsmiling and truculent General Tojo (“The Razor"), took over. The drift
toward war continued with seeming inevitability.®

Part B.

In your new group, circle the appropriate question from the question list below. Then discuss
the following points regarding your proposed “What If.”

a. What issues would this action have raised?

b. What additional information would you want to know to determine whether or not it would
have been a sound policy?

What would have been likely consequences of the proposed action?
d. What alternative actions would have been possible?

e. What policy would you have recommended in the situation? How would you justify your choice?

Question List

1. What if FDR had sent the fleet to the Yangtze River and landed troops
in China? ~

2. What if FDR had viewed Russia's invasion of Finland as an act of war
and immediately ordered the Air Force to supply the Finnish army?

What if FDR had declared war on Germany for sinking the Robin Moor?
What if FDR had not offered aid to the Soviet Union?
What if FDR had approved Japan’s action?

S

What if Prince Konoye and FDR had met at Honolulu and reached an
agreement?



